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onstruction will begin this summer

on a new library and administrative
wing, additional science labs and classroom
space. The new facilities are part of a multi-
year strategic plan and capital campaign,
entitled Project 50th in recognition of the
CBA’s 50th anniversary.

Brother Andrew O’Gara led the initial
planning for Project 50th, and launched the
“quiet phase” of the campaign in his final
years at CBA. During his nearly 30 years at
the helm (as principal 1979-91 and
president from 1991 until his death in
2008), Brother Andrew led CBA through
two successful capital campaigns, which
more than doubled the size of the original
school building, constructed shortly after
CBA opened in a converted stable in 1959.

The planning that led to Project 50th began
more than five years ago, when Brother
Andrew and the school administration took
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stock of facilities and programs at CBA,
soon to begin its second half-century as
one of the area’s leading college
preparatory schools. They identified the
facilities needed to support the school’s
outstanding academic and athletic
programs, and addressed the increasingly
costly maintenance required for the aging
farm buildings that still housed several
offices, athletic equipment, and the campus
utility hub. They also focused on the need
to build CBA’s endowment fund, initiated in
the 1990s by Brother Andrew and the
Board of Trustees. The endowment ensures
the school’s continuing financial security,
reduces dependence on tuition increases,
and supports CBA’s ability to offer financial
aid to qualified students.

With the approval of the Board of Trustees,
preliminary fundraising for Project 50th

began in 2006. Aimed at a long-range goal
of $23.5 million, it is CBA’s most ambitious
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seven days a week.” She cites professional
studies that demonstrate a link between
students’ access to good library media
programs and higher SAT scores. Learning
to use a wide variety of information
resources, these studies show, sharpen
students’ critical reasoning and analytical
skills, enhancing their performance in
everyday schoolwork as well as SATs .

The CBA library subscribes to a wide range
of online resources that students can
access from any computer in school, at
home or elsewhere. Teachers who assign
research projects bring their classes to the
library for orientation sessions in which
Britton teaches the students how to find
the information they need in books,
periodicals, and online materials, how to
evaluate what they might find by simply

“Googling” a topic, and how that material
differs from genuine scholarly resources
available in print or online.

The new library’s increased space and well-
planned layout will support these efforts. In
addition to book stacks, work tables and
computer stations, it will include two study
rooms, a faculty room for professional
reading and research, and comfortable
eating for leisure reading. Augmenting
.omputer workstations in the library’s open
rea will be a separate computer room
where teachers can work with classes on
lectronic materials without disturbing other
library users. Individuals, small groups, and
‘ntire classes will be able to use the library
at the same time.

“We already have a lot of resources that
Barbara Britton has developed over the
years,” says Brother James Butler. “The
new library will help us use them more
effectively, and manage the resources
better in physical space, with teaching
space within the library itself. We have just
spent an entire year in faculty discussions
on the research component of our courses,
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and we’re working on a new set of research
and writing standards for the whole school.
With the new library, we’ll be able to
support all of that.”

The new library will not only help students
with their courses at CBA,; it will also
prepare them for the research work they
will do in college. As Barbara Britton points
out, “Students must be able to navigate
and evaluate multiple media forms to find
the best sources for their research. The
new library will provide more access for
students and will enable our students to be
aware of all the new technologies, in
addition to the more traditional ones, that
enhance their learning experience.”
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Adjacent to the library will be CBA’s new
information technology center,
complementing the library in supporting
student research, and replacing the existing
computer lab with powerful information
technology resources and better designed
teaching space.

“When our computer space was first set up
in the 1980s,” says Brother James Butler,
“it was very progressive for the times. But
in the intervening years, the world has
changed, the needs of instruction have
changed, and the technological support
requirements for the whole school have
changed immensely. We’ve gone from
having simply a dedicated computer room,
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to computer stations in the library,
whiteboards and projection units in
classrooms, and mobile ‘COWSs,’ as we call
them. [“Computers on wheels” are portable
sets of 20-30 laptops for use in the
classroom.] All of our teachers use
computers for lesson preparation, for
instruction, for record-keeping. So our
network requirements, the requirements of
what we need to run the computer
infrastructure of the school, have changed
greatly.”

Joseph Prioli ’86 chairs CBA’s academic
department of computer sciences — the
three faculty members who teach the
school’s computer courses — and also
directs the school’s technical services
department, which supports all the IT
services on campus, both educational and
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With ten sections of freshman biology, and
six or seven other life sciences lab courses
each year, the present biology lab, as
Brother James Butler puts it, “is scheduled
within an inch of its life. The schedule for
that room drives the rest of the building.
We have to make the biology schedule first,
and everything else has to fit in around it.”
The new life sciences lab will ease that
pressure.

The other new lab, Santanello says, “will be
a place where kids can be creative and do

long-range projects. Currently, we have no
space for that.”

The new lab will be used by seniors in the
new Scholars Program (see page 16) who
elect to do a science project for their
independent research. It will also be
available for other students for course-
related projects, and will provide a place for
CBA'’s science teams to prepare their
entries for competitions. At present,
independent and competition projects are
accommodated in the existing labs on a
space-available basis, and “when it’s that
time of year, they’re all over the labs.” says
science department chair David Duh. “It can
get pretty messy!”

”The new long-term lab will be equipped to
support projects in any of the sciences,”
says Duh. It will greatly enhance CBA’s
upper-level science program.

JoHibobbomo

CBA has been planning for more than a year to ensure that teaching, athletic and extracurricular
programs, and student services will continue as usual during the construction period. The doors
near the Henderson Theater will be the main entrance during the transition, and associate principal
Ross Fales has worked with township officials and the school bus companies to create safe traffic
patterns. Renovations in the school last summer were planned to create space needed during the
transition as well as to fill long-term needs, and accommodation has been found for all the offices
and classrooms which will be demolished or partitioned off during construction.

Since early spring, Brother James has held biweekly meetings at which he and Brother Frank,
together with maintenance staff and relevant faculty, discuss transition needs, identify problems

and their solutions, and coordinate the various activities required to prepare for the school’s smooth

functioning during the construction period. “Some of us,” says Brother James, “may have to do a
little more walking around than we’re used to. But for the students, the essential quality of the

CBA experience will continue uninterrupted.”
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Virginia Decker
Distinguished Lasallian Educator
Spanish teacher Virginia Decker has been honored
with CBA'’s Distinguished Lasallian Educator award
this year, a recognition that Christian Brothers’
schools give annually to teachers who exemplify
the ideals of St. John Baptist De La Salle.

Recalled affectionately by many hundreds of
students and alumni as “La Sefiora,” Decker has
been a member of CBA's languages faculty for
more than 30 years. To her colleague Maureen
Maroney, Decker is “a master teacher, who still,
after all these years, spends an incredible amount
of time after school, working on new programs,
searching for effective websites and organizing
new and interesting lessons that will thoroughly
engage her students and increase their fluency in
Spanish. She is always willing to spend extra time
with her students before and after school, never
turning down a student request for help.”

Decker has also given generously of her time and
enthusiastic spirit to countless extracurricular
projects over the years, including the lively
Equestrian Club which she and Brother Ralph
organized in the 1970s.

iFelicidades, Sefiora Decker, y gracias!

Mark Anthony Signorelli
English Teacher and Writer
CBA English teacher Mark Signorelli will be a
featured speaker at a June symposium titled
Decline, Fall of Islam , sponsored by the New
English Review. Signorelli, a contributing editor to
the New English Review, is also a poet, playwright
and essayist. He is currently working on a book-
length critique of contemporary philosophical
materials.

Cathleen Carroll
History teacher Cathleen Carroll is one of about
140 American teachers selected this year for the
Fulbright-Hays Seminars Abroad Program,
designed to provide outstanding educators in the
humanities with the opportunity to enhance their
curriculum through short-term study in countries
where they have little previous experience. This is
Carroll’s third Fulbright award. She participated in
the Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund Teacher
Program in 2003, and the Fulbright-Hays Seminars
Abroad in Cyprus and Turkey in 2004.

This summer, Carroll will spend a month in
Senegal for as a participant in a Fulbright-Hays
secondary education seminar. A highlight of her
time in Africa will be programs at the West African
Research Center, Dakar, which supports scholarly
research on West Africa, and fosters cooperation
between American and West African researchers,
students and artists.

Carroll is also a participant in the National
Endowment for the Arts Picturing America
program, and took part in a week-long conference
hosted by the Newark Museum in April focusing on
19th and early 20th century American art.

She has also been selected for the Teaching
Excellence and Achievement Program (TEA), a
State Department program that offers teachers
from overseas opportunities for professional
development in the United States, followed by
assistance from American teachers on projects in
their home countries. Carroll will attend a TEA
conference in November, and travel to Kyrgyzstan
later next year to work with teachers there.

Carroll, who teaches world history, AP world history
and AP art history at CBA, says that she is most
fortunate to have been selected for these
programs, and attributes her success with them to
the support and expertise of her colleagues on the
CBA faculty.

Patrick McGann

Honored by Monmouth University
History teacher Patrick McGann was honored at
Monmouth University’s 2010 commencement
ceremony with the Monmouth University —
Roberts Charitable Foundation Award. The Award
was instituted in 2006 to recognize outstanding
secondary school teachers who have made an
important contribution to the education of
Monmouth University students. Candidates for the
award are nominated by Monmouth seniors and
selected by a committee composed of the dean of
Monmouth’s School of Education, other Monmouth
professors, and students. McGann, a 1971 CBA
graduate, has been on the faculty since 1991. He
was nominated for this award by Michael
McGivney, CBA '06, Monmouth "10.

Shaun Sharma

Joins Science Department
Sudarshan “Shaun” Sharma joined the CBA faculty
in November to teach physics. Sharma holds
undergraduate and graduate degrees in chemistry,
physical chemisty and physics from universities in
India, as well as a Kean University M.A. in
education and administration, and has studied
spectroscopy and electro-analytical chemistry at
Rutgers. He taught at Long Branch High School for
more than 30 years, chairing the science
department there for much of that time.

Today
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SCHOLARS PROGRAM

ighteen sophomores will be the first

participants in an exciting new

academic program to be inaugurated in
the 2010-11 school year. Under the
direction of Jeffrey Matson, history
department chair, the Scholars’ Program
offers exceptionally able students the
opportunity to explore advanced topics and
pursue their own research beyond the
traditional classroom.

During their junior year, the scholars will
undertake an intensive interdisciplinary
seminar series on a particular historical era.
For 2010-2011, the series will focus on
“Culture in Crisis 1919-1939.” It will include
presentations by CBA faculty and recognized
outside authorities on aspects of European
culture in the interwar period. “They’ll be
reading and thinking,” says Matson, “asking
questions and talking. It’s designed to work
like an upper-level university seminar.”

In their senior year, the scholars will work on
independent projects under the direction of
individual mentors, either CBA faculty
members or authorities from outside CBA.
This independent work, says Matson, “can be
anything from composing a piece of music to
a lab-based science or engineering project,”
and where relevant, might include an
internship outside CBA.

The junior seminar
series, on a
different topic each
year, will encourage
students to identify
individual interests
in a variety of
fields. For 2010-11,
says Matson, “I'll be
. using European
culture in the interwar period as a basis to
hit everything. For example, one seminar is
going to be on science. We’ll look at
breakthroughs in science in the thirties and
bring it into today. In other sessions, we’ll
talk about the Great Crash and Depression,
and if a kid is interested in finance, he can
pursue that in a research project and
possibly an internship on Wall Street.
Through our alumni and parent network, we
have connections in many fields, and we’ll try
to get them internships for one or two days
a week in second semester of senior year.”

The Scholars Program grew out of two years
of discussions in the CBA faculty-
administration Academic Council, and last
year, principal Brother James Butler invited
interested faculty to submit proposals. The
program that Matson has designed is
intended, he says, “to allow some of our
very best students to get outside the
classroom, to bring experts from various
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From left, Steve Brennan, Pat Haughey, Mike Matalga, Kieran Hughes, Francis Adu, A. J. Mayro, Mike Hayes, Thomas Barnett, Alex Breton, Mike
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Lipari, Christian Koerwer, Mike Bagnell, Matt McAnnally, Peter Cangialosi, Matt Rodio, Zach Einwechter, Gannon Voelbel, Mike Hoegler, Jeff Matson,

Brother James Butler

fields to CBA, and to really get a university
level seminar education in high school. It will
also help them stand out in the college
application process.”

Matson holds a Georgetown B.A. (Phi Beta
Kappa, Rhodes candidate) and a University of
Chicago M.A. in history, and has been
teaching at CBA for 20 years. His
characteristic teaching style is vividly
remembered by hundreds of alumni. In
Matson’s classes, says Brother James Butler,
“teaching is a conversation. He discusses, he
probes, he questions.”

Matson has also taught at Monmouth
University and Brookdale Community College,

and has chaired CBA'’s history department
since 1991.

The students in the first Scholars Program
were selected from 53 applications by a
committee of six faculty, based on their
academic performance to date and an essay
commenting on an article about the meaning
of achievement. “l asked them,” Matson
says, “to think about what makes people
achieve, and talk about how they themselves
define achievement and success.”

The new Scholars Program will give these
students a rich opportunity to put their ideas
about achievement into practice.

CBAoday
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The CBA Alumni Association has proudly
launched a new website,
CBAAIlumniToday.com, created especially for
current and future CBA alumni. The mission
of the CBA Alumni Association is to enrich
the alumni experience and foster beneficial
relationships within the CBA community.
CBAAlumniToday.com will provide CBA
graduates with a place to obtain information
on alumni-related events, activities, news,
view photos and videos, and much more.

The new website can be accessed directly,
or by clicking on ALUMNI at the main CBA
website, CBAlincroftNJ.org

Sponsored by CBA and the Alumni
Association, CBAAlumniToday.com was
designed by Martin Birdsall ’02, who also
serves as webmaster. Birdsall, an Alunmi
Association trustee, is chief operating
officer of SEMGeeks.com, a group of
professional services firms in marketing,
advertising and a variety of client support
services. He developed the website at the
request of the Alumni Association, and
worked with fellow Alumni Board members
for five months to create the new online
presence for CBA alumni.

“With the advent of the internet and
accelerated globalization,” says Birdsall,
“the challenge of creating and securing a
unique and resonant web presence has
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become more important than ever. During
my freshman orientation, Brother Andrew
said to me ‘The friends you make here in
the next four years will be your friends for
life!l” | believe this website will help take
alumni communication into the 21st
century, and bring together the CBA alumni
community which we all know it to be.”

Birdsall and the Alumni Board welcome
comments from graduates regarding the
new website, and further development will
continue in response to suggestions they
receive. The project, says Birdsall, “is a lot
like building a house. We’ve built a
foundation, and there’s unlimited room to
expand.”

An especially exciting feature of the new
website is COLT CONNECT, an interactive
network for alumni. COLT CONNECT gives
alumni a way to re-establish contact and

share information with fellow classmates,
athletic teammates, and friends.

In the few weeks since the new website
went live — even before it was publicly
announced — alumni have been finding their
way to CBAALUMNITODAY.COM from the
main CBA website. The Alumni Association
urges all alumni to explore the new website,
and to visit it often for new features and
updates.

CBAoday



